The Dimension of Chance 


By CLARK ASHTON SMITH 


On the trail of a future Jap spy, « pair of Americans are 
cast through the stratosphere into a strange atomic world 


CHAPTER 1 
Purait sno What? 


Bepectee reads” 


gor Maker tin 
the "auciphone’ frm ‘is 
Seay the conc ofthe 
ie ed come win 
ange in a few minutes, 
‘Thowedaps are good n= 
nore and theyll have § 
Fehat weleome (or 
‘lemons More, Secret 
service pentive sed 
college chu of Andrew Mey loin 
SPowifhand dangerous chase, ipected he 
Exttge:bett of the, new ‘and inreaibty 


epi ene aching bend ech be 
nik Phe al gunner, aes he 
Fasumed his watching of the bright metalic 
eae that ey lowe the th dace 
‘Esless aie of the aratoophere, twelve pales 
hover the exstwacdcBowing Blur Ut was 
Nevade 

‘They were begining t9 overhaul the Jap- 
ness plane that Ped picked up the feng 
fy nko Sakamote, near Open, Morris had 
etn racking dows this peternturalyclev- 
ft apy for months under Government orders 
SiEsioto wan Beloved fo faye. procurred 
Blass" eP wtaty “Ameren” forottons at 
Br as information regseding projected 
‘omy thoyemente i the wer agate Sino 
Sepanese Bedertien ths had begun = year 
infor, in 1995 


"The enemy rocket plane, descending un- 


Lenmedinely comandecred the services of 
Ha tna Matyi Ale Garp, hen 

‘Markley's rocket plane wos atid to be one 
of iheaan be cnc Gores kate 
Seht bl, wath osygenstani, helmets and 
astute seedy donned i case’ of nc 

ni te two men were ‘onward st 
Sn acceleration wo rete that i held them in 


thee seats an sf with tesdon straitjnokets, 
‘Moria however, was lit less accusiomed to 
‘ich fights han hartley himell Te was 
‘ot the fret me that they hed ranted down 
Some national foe ot trator in company. 
"They drove on betwen the” dork-blue 
heavens and the dim Barth ith ts motlings 
ff mountains and desert The roer of he 
fockte wat strangely thin in that rarefied 
ec eg a ea 
Null the Jepanode as fon onse great slvr 
Becta. They mere many mile from thes 
Ign eter ale Nea ve 
the windles ull Ceoogh whic pore 
‘Ned and pursuer plunges toward the Sierras 
nd. the for Pacis 
‘Hess than ile now intervened betwint 
the tivo Vos ‘There was'no sgn of overt 
Insti om the Japanese which carried 
su heavy machine-gun equal in range to that 
Ste American ap ant wa tuitned Uy 
Brofesional gunner sa well a by. Sakamoto 
fd the pilot ‘Mores began to ealelate the 
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last regort would summon other planes by 
rei, from one. of the Amerenn bance th 
‘Gafni "to'imervpt Sakamota 

Ter of Uarough the inconecivably clear a 
onthe enormously ertenedhatam, he 
ould see the faint totehing ofthe Californian 
fmounisine ‘Then at Use panes hurled on 
seemed hiny sist 8 tose, misty ble, 
Edel 2evtoped is wiser bapood 

Japanese 

‘Te blur balled him, tke an atmospheric 
‘and spot, Having aeltber form nor hoe nar 
elimidble oullmer” But ie seemed to n= 
{rge rapidly and to blot out the mep-ike 
‘ene beyond in ar inexpliable manner 

‘Markley hed alse perceived the blur 

ha’ Quany be roared thrash the si- 
iphone. “Anything in the shope of mist oF 
‘Sov would be allogetber impossible at thie 
Freight” Must "be some acer ind. of t= 
‘opine phenomenon the mirage of & == 


‘ote cloud, pera, transferred tothe to 
ermal seh Buk Trsant make it out" 

‘foie dd not anaver Amazernentcheied 
the ompewhat eonsequenta remark that 
fone this ips. At the moment the Japanese 
Fockot plan appeared t enter the mysterious 
bur, vanishing yrmediaely oem vision a 
{Fin actual sloud or fog, "There was a quick, 
teomulousgleeming of ic hull and wings as 
Shad arid aa or Ba sbely 
hanged its caurae—snd then R wes feos bee 
Find the husles and ehnpeless veil 

"Stnat's funnier stl” commented Markley 
ln a puzzled voice, "But they enn't shake 
oe teeta 
{206 Wel soon pk thm upon ee 


DIVING hovicontaly ahoad at sic hundred 
‘alles per hour, the vessel neared the 
stcange blur, which had now blotted out 


phos teton othe ay and work 10 was 
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"A infant tye 
the heaven with lerible moments, 
{asthe plane rushed into it lindness ell 
‘nthe two men” They couldn longer dis- 
Sein the’ venue's interor or See port, Ine 
‘fable greyness, lke an atmosphere of cot= 
fencwod eel tem and aered Yo 
trent all vigual images 

Te rae othe eke ha ceased athe 
Riarkiey"tied to speak, but the ath of 
fxlonsiment dled unutteed iy is Wrost ax 
ff bole a barrie af infrangible silence, He 
hight have entered rome unfamiliar medium, 


‘lindness cleared sway. In‘ strange, eke 
Ing, brownishered ligt, the men net the 

{erior of the ll and bebeld ach other's 
ecient ang) Hater sas 


fag gently and obliquely, with slanted floor 
‘The rocket explosne bad seholy consed, 
hough Mskiey had not touched the con 
trolling lever 

lp could not start thera agnin, ‘The entire 
mechanism refused any longer to obey his 
Gant, Through the ports, he and. Moris 
Siw a mulolored chs of cudandish and 
“ncomprekensible frm, nto which the plane 
‘as descending slowly wth incredible Lge 
‘Res lie a downward-Doatng lea or feather 

7 dot haw wa shaped or whe 
Fini oe well Hehe Theres ne ead fo 
Sth parachutes Sut that the heck have. 
‘ye, gotten ints anyway?” 

"Gant aay ejoned his companion, equal 
ty dumnfouded and ata lost“ Whatgiet the 
lace i's not the state of Nevada” 


‘That descent lowand he unowe, mgs 
tera seal tuny may ae 
reer ete vrs pane motonlene o 
een he rane ing ih 
se ting ie prs eo 
Cewitderment, they ‘beren to iataguia 
Sea eet nt aos enero 
“Sails he meted vids sre, amet, 
‘Be Tulus ight 'and ity perelved thet thoy 
sre eng td of also 
(puny covered "ith ojects tat reseblod 
Ratks srwike nov dee eeing is 
“Fowles pan ke, Snes the 
plane sled ae? ve them dipaged 
1 remarkbiedvray shapes ed Ron 
‘ign om fan es es oem 
Sit De poate ong arnscnte 
Sie ere 
recreating wan one of 
‘The vessel. slanted. siwly down cn an 
ape. ive rast naroniy miss ie 
Peo ofthe tier groviha Te landed wit 
Een tee steoked ty ihe teal prove of 
careful decelertion. nn 
are en otis peered out on x some 
eels etre Se aes 
Beran’ pereelee Re mtmerie. aes 
Fetal Er enon oto 
‘apamege rocket plane they tad been follows 
indi nl even sper roaring tte 
Storing Chstpha” sied Marke. 
“patel Wars sertlely woe vats ane 


‘Sepa elements a congomeraiion of part- 
elore soils, ore, and mineral forms ally 
‘Unstrstibed snd chat, 

Te was mostly bare and broken into uneven 
mounds and hummocks, ut here and there, 
in ices of poteonovs-hoking cay ox art 


Decale yeascen grew, wih bladas that versed 
fp the same manner’ atthe Inger growl 
ne ‘might well have. imegined that cach 
inde Belonged to sopaete genus. 

Not far away was a dump of trees, ox 
‘bing morro veins in het eae 
‘even when there was a vague likones of bale 
Srbranch: Le seemed ay the av of 
bd ‘teen dsownad-—oe tach individ 
lant were'a species in el 


STREAM of some water-lice Quid, vary= 
AA ing: srangely from peacock blue to 
floudy" anor in is course, ran. past the 
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fallen plane and musndered through the val- 

rad a barren slope at one end, From 
‘lope another svar appeared to descend 
Som i Rowing ip a series of reps snd 
low eaeeados from fall-top that rele n= 


‘Smbarton 

"Bune the tubes are all ght?" queried 
Morris’ “Maybe we've run shart of fal" 

rth the se we Superb coctempt 
cua know this bet "There' nothing the 
‘Baier with the rocket mnsbanam, And T 
Traded Gp to the init with nitone, Deore 
fre started, We cold Rave chased Sakamoto 
Ee Geet Wall of Chine and eck gain 
serge sang 

Pai yoo, ere up tenia someting that 
ssa om exten at ok 
Ered Palette o's ned ces 
Fccum tomers 


She si What do vot aay ta 


Soneatt as So Etnate 
eo ae 

a ee Oe calapdt 
cies eee 
patton te 
ae ene yet 
[Sccounted for the kisurely fall of the plane 
ie tee ey 
cere cr ie camara 
eS ee tea tw meta 
are eae me 
Sn eas ee 
on ee een ed 
Sree oy 

pects Res 


ead in the holsters which formed part of 


ofa spring apparatis, 
‘The air of the valley, a8 far as they could 
‘eth was sland windlen Tt seomed to be 
‘lle warm, and they Were food to shut 


ening meinen, ee 
Capea Sis 
poe 

APS cal er ok 
ee ene ere as 
Sri a ara ee 
bes Lvaeriue oe ees 
peer eae ae 
me core ncaa 
AES 

Fa Sek or toe ta 
ects aioe fears te 

eae cance cane 
fone ictale Aenean 
Eevee amun Geta et 
a 

Bie Lo ares tno 
Rago epee 
place hie bes 
Seoterecreetane 
see er actuate ht ttkatse 
rene eee 
Leo eae ae 
ape 

Sey ahr pe tk 

fT he fornia per 
wae elaeeres err 
Eo phe seine 
eo ee 
Sagrada mace Be 
REET E ES nt sor 
irae a na bak 
Sey crue ieee: res 
Eisen gate ad 
ania mare aes 
Serres 

Sed Bar wt 
wr ais ar ad de 
Pees ary eco 
anes eal aer eens 
See rewek amen 
peo ey 


fore remote seston of ts ungodly 


eri 

el, Tm nok ting any more, chances 
stan Thay Ton or te de a 
oat 

“if rocket ful won't exslode inthis world, 
there no certainty, that cartedges will 
iter” Mackey posted out "Bub anray, 
‘ve might Jost aswell ake a Took at te 
‘Soods ever there” 
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CHAPTER It 
‘The World of Chace 


EY garted of toward 
the forest, ting to 
ontrol the sbard ight 
onan for twenty’ feet 
cromore. After @. few 
pees however, ‘they 
Eran atthe weit 
Was Increasing rapidly 0s 
{the had entered zone 
tf songer gravitation 

‘They took one oF tw 
stopg that wore most 
ormal—and_ thon fasted aft ‘ludicrous 

‘fa dozen yards that wore, checked 

sidancly oe By Soetber belt of toga 
‘Bie tres, which had seemed so near, 0 
treated jae strange and disconcerting fark 
fon, At length, fly many mules of Varl= 
fable progression, the mon saw the wood 
Feo geil belore com ana Cost 
dy ii det 

High inthe heavens, above all the other 
growths there towered tio ineedihly elon 
feted boleg such ae might be seen in the 
Seif of fakes Ato them malay 
{he same ‘habit, eared “end erswled and 
Sguatted or assed themselves n montis 
‘ges 

"There wore single plants that combined 
enormous moon-staped Teaves with thers 
‘Gat were formcle lanceolate Gourde 
fuite grew on the same tree with clhers bn 
the forms” of ny plums end” huge melons 
Everywhere hare were flowers tht matte 
{he tost grmote iervesivalprchide apes 
Simple and vudimenary 9s dls in com= 


PAID was irregular and freakish, texSiving 


eb ee ea 
sei atelier 
Se ae 
mslonwesis 

Se 

ey a 

Todi try a ped. he 
Cee 
Pao ores 
Terie scree 
‘Would "be incaleuable” ‘The action af the 


‘one of the prepasterousr all bales, sunning 
Shirly. Phe men stepped toward the eee, 
tying to decide which and of this euriont 
‘creature was the head and seb the ti 
ike a Iniroge the forest faded asvay with 
{he cage of pasion, hey sw a 
ndrod yard, an oblique diveon, Rune 
Ing. they’ found that the whole valle) dues 
fn tte brief journey: ad sited about snd 
Fi recompascd sal! beyond al eengnition, 
"Tasy were unable wo locate he rocket 
ple or ean ay 
‘ppetite quarter and seeningl- much farther 
‘ay than they had supped, they discerned 
the gleam of is wings ea hl 
etre th ft oe ws an 
‘open space in hich the varvcoloved steam 
ied mysteiovsly reappeared. Beyond the 
Bedied by"Spdlecent alte =O 
"The late Profeseor Hovisin would have 
sage incre ina ceuked Mae 
en the light must ba ming st random, 
and aight imager sre traveling im Seco 
Sand circles" Nothing lg where It ought to be. 
‘We've gotten Into Iabynth of rapes" 
Sell be lucky if we ever Bnd oar way 
back to the old bont" sorted. Markley. 
Want look any further for sr Japanese 
tena? 
had eaught a elven ling dose fo one af the 
fer-off plot of vegetation beyond the stream, 
He poutied st outta Kis cnspanion alent 
‘Tete dark, moving specks, doubtless the 
gare of em appeared beside the eto 
‘Shore they are” atid Mortis. “Looks as 
they were Matin fora paceny themaeves 
for Were Just returning ftom one. Shall we 
‘ly to Interview ther?” 
von the cpl old scout. Tim game 
‘FermporiilyTorgeting the highly itusive 
setsedlon tthe Wace Seton ey gered 
{ward the stream, which pected to be only, 
afew paces away" and which they could 
aay coat ata step ithe baht pravily 
Frevalled in ls oeigbboniont 
"By another astonishing allt the stream 
maved” away from them seapeearing. i 
lferent quarter ats considerable distance 
Snd the gleam of the Jepanese rocket plane 
dite attendant human tec hed vane 
sues well play tag with some more 
mirage eplned Manideyn'sdegusted tone, 
ven if guns will choot n his easy world, 
there's smal likelihood that we ‘ould hit 
Shyone or that anyone eauld it” 
‘More deeply Bewildered than ever, they 
pressed forward, trying te relogate the nem 
‘vessel The changing ones of grevity made 
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their progress ermtie and uncertain. ‘The 
landactpe melted and shifted around them 
HES theinegry of hleldnape 
ie whomelous poles and ‘monet leatage 
Ss from nowhere, leaped Into place before 
hem. Hounding te clump. which seemed 
seedy sabi tay come fuel I 
‘the openese, who, in ait-suite and hel= 
Siete wore now Sarding on the opponite 
tink Of he appacentyRearby water 


ETHER or sot Sakamoto and his fl 

lowes nd seen the Americans was ul 
ceqvain. They were staring ip the diecton 
Gf Mores and Marley, who dl not walt for 
decive peas that the enemy had perceived 
‘her, but drew their astomaton snd aimed 
aguckly, each choosing one af the bo nearest 


“Somewhat to thar surprise in view of the 
‘venous tafing an topey-turey phenomens 
they had’ encountered. the prostate af the 
triggers war Toloned by a sharp double P= 
port The dapartesn, however, did not soem 
Ekealieihltes wet lng ed a The 
etd lusore ce 

‘ares and Morrie, reenenizing this prob 
sblty did mot shot suain, ut sprand for 
Srard in an'afort io approach the deceptive 
Hiren Sus foresees arsed, he he 
‘ley seemed st 9 sect and 
{hemaalees atthe fog of that barren lope 
Fes whic, he rt nemoiesee of e 
cond and jin the meandering eeok 

From their now and lone vantage, Ko 
‘ver, there was on one stream, heh, fo 
{ng down the valley-botom against the bar 
‘ine lope ran trbalenty upkill na secs 
SF deywardleoping rapids nd cascades! 

"Too astonished even for profanity, they 
stared without eoniment st tis unigue tex 
‘ermal of vest they weve accustomed to re= 
{ferd as natural lov, For a considerable dis- 
{Gee an either side of the steam the a 
tlisity tag hollowed and worn smooth as if 
by landlides oF a process of slow ateton. 

Orcasealy, she en, sand waking 
‘ta pebble, a lump of conglomerate sll oe 
‘few patil oft wero loosened fom the 
round, fo rll hewenenrd rapidly and di 

ppeas beyond the ragued crest of the lide 
Sogether with the enatnding waters 

‘raam by thoughlem carnal and won 
en, Marly leped ward the being 
fh og, wh wa perians tn feet oe 

twas Uke stepping ever a. precipice 
dou sed banana te 
‘Tope fell Uke an overturning world, 

iti dear soc gle i he 


ae et is ay he 
oe ee 
Sloe fe ere tated end 
So ee 
(Sate gt lie 
Sees Sel, 

SO oe orci dis 
CeO ee 
fare aa 

Se oe 
2 ar ee cae 

Sen ee 
ee 
Plan oa 
See er ae ee 
els 

So har ht nat 
afk 2 deh rents Sa ote 
oe 
ee 
eo ee er 
serene tener 
oer 
oe se ere 
Se 

i soa an pelo 
a oe a ee 
ee eee 
eee ee eaves ane 
ee 
plier etait 
oe 
eed ee 
oS ee 

aes 
abe Sone ere tertis 
PN eo ee 
i ase ne ey a 
Siena 
oe oe 
a eee es 
Ee 

a ne 
ee eee ea 
Se ieee 
eee Se es Shee 
oe 
Ree emer iraets 
es 
ene 

Petree caeme ara 
oy eee 
[oe 
Se 
eo eee 
Sets Coes teu 
es ae 
Es 

se eet 


8 ‘STARTLING STORIES 


‘ortion and dieplicement which they had 
fneountered so oflen in their wanderings, 
{hey could not be sure of the actual distance, 
etpctve” andl of the various 
Elomonts sn thus Busrre scenery 


TEENS, Ee ten Mbt ie 
st ages 
Se eees meee 
orale aiareet 
Meeisareeae aed 
ee ae ee 
ime ieee 
giemnis onli te 
eieee arenes 
fess than an hour, Te clouds had al melted 
PoP tetera 
ee te 
SEs Sie ee tak er 
ari aati a, oho 
een eis 
Seer erg 
ee areas areal 
pe aie 
Sade doubly eau by. ae dancer 
ofthe sink For some distane, the ground 
ii Deceit rae 
Scare Guicice 
Seee a eereeee 
SHG Oe Rents 
ee eeu ara 
sie orca ite se 
fie rere 
‘Sccconded “upon them, end they ‘ould it 
Se eo ee 
eee teen nus 
Eercien manera 
aoe 
See eae 
Sn cnet 
eee es meas a 
easier eeu 
ee a Ws cieer 
‘mete beasts oF the analogves of humanity, 
Soe eerie 
Sesto 
ep iacdesecie teen rene 
nti eee 
SES Saree 


vrei, in, aia Ba seni 
Bera died cp ae 
ae i ye f'n irsigun mt 
‘es, rolling globe tinged about he enue 
‘5 Peal apt edo ald 
ont Still another resembled 2. wingles 
eae acta a tee 
ees 

Bice ce caer econ Silat 
wohl Se eh ated 
itt apes, mouths, ears and ater anatom!= 
Se igh iia, ned 
anos the Tendon eentins gh vier 
Sa er tice aad ace 
‘orwed upon Mae on ifs spins 
Pirie eae cet aes 
Fab Ui nag be? 
itr fan Cdl "S 
toa iseci etree 
Used « Sepeahen u 
yogis erp maae 
rey goes ey ores 
Peps ag he a 
HEY ie ar atc aad he 
seine once eect al ene 
eee ec i ae a 
Teta innas eres ee 
ee mg Ay Sere a 
eerie suites eietoreael 


damned in some nether <ice. ‘Octasonally, 
In'broken glimpees, they sive 8 deordored 
landscape of amorphous tek with pools nt 
‘ream of fae sand and sudden, rtaeus 
‘egetaton Ike mad murges ehvtgh which 
tigy Were being eaciea 
it dheaten of ie nse, thir purpose, 
je destinaion, thet intentions it epee 
{the earthmen, wore enigmatic as the d~ 
Ades of delirium’ Resstance was file; Mor= 
Sia Macey. ge panies up tte 
Fshing motion of the throng in the hope 
that some opportunity of escape would te 
imately far isl 


‘THE DIMENSION OF CHANCE ” 


CHAPTER I 
The Masters of Chance 


THEY scemed to g0 00 
Wir hoe gavia 
tig al axed, Eat 
frees ‘The su, Instead of 
Sinking further, rose 
fen tthe’ seni, 
Sometiones those were 
Sie tervals of danke 
fess, aa i the light had 
bom shut off by some 
Se Alcioation of 
Puffs of wild wind atone ant eed. Hock 
spa ile harimekt seed ale 
Sbruply om te wot, But watauga tis 
‘haoe of sonditions, the monstrous horde 
‘poured onward ih ts captives 

“Apparently the earthen ‘hed fallen in 
wat bol ie thee inal ae 
{ves who were pethape migrting from one 
gone’ f thet saaom world to afar “AL 
Tet, “sue wae the explanation that sas 
ested elt in ev of postive hnowled 
Markley and Ars became aware thet the 
round stat slanting downward. Over the 

sof the monsters, hey cave tha they had 
fisted a fia loping valley: Nous moun 
Ising. peraps the same’ that they had seem 
‘rom the'ris of the sin, peared vs loom at 
nn great distance above the 

"rhe ow valley debouched in, a shallow 
ceraterike hollow Here the horde sda 


ttrested it onward rush and began fo spread 
‘out ina curious manner Asrley and Mor= 


Ssives im ating shout the slopes of the 
filer hollow, Teeny # clear apace se 


feet “Slowiy. it widened and rete higher, 
reserving the form of round column, 

Te top mushroomed ‘inta 9 vasae load 

resding abave tka heads of the aosembled 
throng and oat skyward. It war aif 
Some process of melecene disolution were 
faking place to create hs formation, 

Marie and Stor were furinted by the 
speciale Before them, the alent. cleeular 
Sibling ofthe goa went onthe coe 
tum swelled to ‘anle proportion, tower 
ing above the crate, Secttngly the tonster, 
toa were fsenated, for none of tem surred 
fo break the singe formation. 

‘Then, gradually, as the column of atoms 
increased the horde began a surge forward. 


oS ees 
See eer 
Spoeieois Bese 
Seats tea ie 
Sencar 
peg eee 
Fo gen na 
sce ea cemeh ero aoteart 
Gestalt He Sal a 
Sots met ee ee a 
orate 
ue Re gs 
Santee eee 
pag page tt 
striae ute a 
Sees ered oe 
eae eee 
Sect ae Sind by te 
Sane i Ro St 
oe aes 
Suna 
Soo se ei tr n= 
hat demi rete ag 
Siero: Sie Mace art 
Spee eal akan ee 


alee five the hore howde of bogs 

"Te pressure behind the earthen relaxed. 
‘A paul seemed to have sed the monsters, 
‘tio’ were now dlpersi in the balesiven 
daokness” The cartmen Oghting the way 
Upward” stumbled over the hallecharred 
‘alent those who hes been sin by the 
BF elcmitene aches they soon nok 
tnt back that the coh of tome dala 
{idyll poured from the erater's bottorn 


‘irsclga wouhel ye gang 
aera Markley ound Bench 
HACC rend ich he Saeed 
then Mea emnterh p 
peated welingsvey tes ihe thalowe 
aioe TS int aces teva ls 
Sie ltl 
ng conc oaving the sn in 
dorttne Ap hence et es eae 
fen anne water ore he aly 


through dhe Stysian night and they loa 
SSt casi tiie Stes hanad bending, 
orlfted Seals from the ground at the merey 
Gf lawless, anarchic ‘element, Uy "wore 
Slow apart ke Tost leaves 

‘Abruplly ag ted bern, tho tumult. fel 
a gtea stllnes. The datiness dusalved 
from he hewvans Mors, Iing dazed and 
breathless, found himself clone amid barren 
Peaches of rock and std 
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chance. 

Beking loudly, tut apewered only by 
Sn effort to find Morley. Once’ ot twice, 
Sind the siting llveve imageries throu 
‘hich he wandofe, he thought that he st 
the mourcaine which had loomed beyond the 
‘rer of dssluton, 


HE, su chasing te apparent pasion 
Wh cng ond ban, was now os oe 
horton and tap ware nds dar 
eg, Moi pring Spey ot 
Sid he delucy‘oltenees ees 
that EN se tha'yac show femor. 
‘Blof him the fox mount eappered a 
by uae Goin on he emerded inthe 
any ofthe red shan 

Barf she chaired monsters slain by the 
22s sm wee sre about the Slopes 
Sr ural el wot no lngee sce 
‘row funae-ke lt twenty fee md 
‘Sienna dik and sont a te bot 
tegen : 
top ope ENR ST Rie eta 
‘Shothnsionl lio" asdsepustd fom 
econo how fate he could nt arin 
{be pnupect ap ned ony and hops, 
HiePenele body ached wit socumlaed 
fnigae sth st wet ae 
“Though the exon stil poured Freely from 
tata he el ot tell how much of ip 
‘pnp fermained A few owen at uot and 
aint ela end i amheisen 
‘Momentary crise by the horror fal 
SSR SiS Sade tore be oy 
Bram oom 

Euricttthe iit didnot darken. Ag 
sgn reversed ep te gan setomed 
owl" ito the evens, But Mares in as 
asus araly herded this or phenome 

String diy tthe se-ilunined ground, 
best the appearatce of several groenaue, 
Songun shadows tht fll pot Hn on 
SEUSS hs let, sprang 
Sr A fen ore he a os 

"ie cndary beds of thet companions 

Bt, three, as if dsdaining such fare, Were 
Closing in upon Mer 

een aa he ened, Shep assed him 
cone at Hem: Sesles thing wih ony 
fie and's puckered, mouthelie fae 
dhevemner ofa goutd-ahaped body. tied 
{o'atag im down ss igh cons 


gated embers, 

‘Another, sehich might have been some 
eal ein mini vings nf fees, 
yeaa to peck at hs aerate ste ee 
‘mendove Rosny bose: The think ‘hich wae 
more like @ honibly overgrown teed. than 
anything le hopped about im an the 
Yoothiess mouth 

‘Sick wth nates, Morne strveled agsins 
them, Time and aguin te kicked aviay the 
loudsike"crestures which returned with 
Roisomepertinaety. “He could not loosen 
the topy members of the headless horror, 
‘which Rad wrapped Ghemuelvessbout him i 
Blase folde 

‘Bot his worst fear was that the grfin 
would tar pen his featherid garments with 
Re icing ak. He himmered the hue 
Ui ety uy ding 
Senate" os end 
Dots of the cruel 

‘Beyond his atigehers he cought involuntary 
fmoucn of the horrid fet that was bet 
sloped by thoir fellows Te wna like the 
Feediae of harpies in seme infernal circle, 
hd Moras equld surmise his gion imminent 
fate ll to hears He saw thee several of 
fhe Redo quia tig helfcaton poem 
jin the three acsafnts 

Tnainclivey, ane Sought on. he hesed 
the sound’ ofa mosrored ramming fons 
Shove ‘he sound drew nearer and cea, 
Ing tum of the dying combat, he ea that 
‘seo gigantic beings had arsived among. the 
‘monde and were standing a litle parte 
‘ate the gruesome orky with detached 

ven arid the fighttal preoceupation of 
Iie, Saet Gertie, cone oa tke Bees 
that and Markey ad mt in thls ‘erratic 
Or piled development. pp 

Both of them stood erect, and their con= 
formation waz vaguely Reman satin 
ater at those of ancent” plevodaciys, 
‘hich Bung lalffolded st their boa, Tit 
Schmit ar dar, uminoay bron, 
‘erging upon eon blackness inthe wings 
dnd lightened someweiat ia thelr beads a 


“Pay were maaiely al with stare of 
Berio bee vat ent lee a 
fapacity. No trace of ears could be detocted, 
{ite ound, haminous elden- ys exes 
were set fas” apart in their faces shove 
Iphinstlike mouths and nestele Somehow 
‘hey’ made Morrie think of Satanic engl, 


‘THE DIMENSION OF CHANCE a 


‘but thete aspect was not malign end was 
‘holly poised, lon? and peasionate 
‘Such ‘wore’ the impresians tat he, re- 
sive without conscious asortment or de 
‘tos the time Without interfade, he 
socio bale with the three monsters oon 
nued. Presently, however, one of the = 
smi winged bens ted wit progions 
‘Reides “toward “Ui earthen ands t= 
lickers tif to watch the uneven combat 
Morris felt the royaed of the great yellow 
eyes, Which, inscrutable ‘themselves ep 
puarad to search Lire Group and vera the 
most eerste of his mind 
CHAPTER IV 
Avie Dust 
“ver hing en sta 
gus ad in ere 
{Pearl or copniant of 
fuperor posres the 
isathsome’ aasilants 
abandoned thee llr te 
{eae Norse down, and 
Stink “away. to assuage 
) fhetr hunger on, an un 
Brecrppted ba ‘of carrion 
Tray bestde tne pit in 


pee 
ES eka te 
hen Riore am te 
Seen tage Vie eres 
Soe, cua aah oe 
Shir eccort eat ioe ts 
See em wna 
camera te ame es 
ee ten ae 
igh hands—mignete strength, buoy 
See Se Soe 
ies tree ares 
Esa cites 
“Sithe experionce that he next underwent 
eae near 
ye 
ee eS 
See Re gt 
Sue are or ee 
poe eee 
air 
sien steamer 
rome 
Sats ry heer aw 
See e ee 
eS aneetasen tees 
pierre ener 


eros Tey were the ruler of ls 
Tne world the sellsnade masters of tz 
[Beelecable free ant dna legen 
pti mad hen promaly dele 
Sinful, Through ei own soln, 
yen froma alate hat was le 
ie ‘fed developed facies that cubed 
them to ereumven the lnwlcsness of 
fnvionment, to foecer ig very random: 
See inp law a ode oe eye 
‘hangin ches. They fad even Tend to 

onto! ther owe destlopment 
"The nightmare ellen which Morris 
suopd hn touporony woiabed "Etre ee 
ie'Bim the seus of tremendous Sght above 
‘Srange hort, He permed to pet 9a fey 
fing aver weses of chaatlely piled and 
Cambie root wh the fg hn he new 

os oe he Mare of Cano 
hm he sh igor of dean, 
a, above reals 


outs 


‘estinaan 

“Geyord thy cen on trod mutant 
rose spendously high, he bebeld the high 
‘and many terraced citadel of the Masters, AS 
{The had todden thelr btlementy he kaw 
the. white walle of majetenly ordered 
‘ltine’ tht fanaa Be rai ore 
Eamonie serntes cr the tabbed mete, 

ie knew the terraces lined sith geometete 
rows of trees and flowers in wich, by some 
Initacle of Rerveltural Rastery, 


Sl of magnedan and sede 
Sad they did not-depend enecly' on mers 
Bigs anes or achnesy 

ero hada gees of 
SENGS inact teteherour wold 
somed ft he apex of her evolton ha 
Fee ht hat sl we pea 
leasing forces of sens ae 

‘Such weve the sins tt Mori eared 
instal moment ofcosmanon wi Me Fee 
Shee" Retrnng Wo wm proper emacs 
ee fe fl nl ta ep ner 
{Ste ind been tl the bag had od 
Seo ini, fe proses of blne 
Bicaadon ins 'srenge 
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Inscratably benign way, was minded to help 
i 


He felt no surprise, whatever at the more 
‘urd hepperings ‘oat naued. Somehow, a6 
ie shared the ability of his protector to 
he furs al at oceurzed wea familar 
lisa tige-told tle In this baarre but fare 
Enawn aroma, the winged boing ited him 
Sale erat 


SURE and undevating the mighty leathery 


‘winge beat ors cr goa 

‘Ani the Kaleidoeopes oh evan, ere 

pct Hors fond Markley Had Tele their 
ot pane. 

‘Swatler grew the beating of the wings 
sono wasting as taste wt 
needed A strange anxiety mounted m Mor 
Hie they shoul be too ate 

Se croent ts The lace tad tiga 
ing groundward The place bad chased 
ome. fachon that Morrie ‘ould not define 
fovhimacl at u moment Then he vealed 
{hat erin of the ringing blue and slopes 
Ine crumbled away, sere stil crumbling, to 


dost ike daislograted fangs These sudden, 
Srratio ioelied: decompositions of matter 
of the world of 

ag pat of is 
ystic knowledge hat the order shih the 
Sr ba ced ory ape ws ok 
‘Ansioualy” witha breathless” fear, he 
scanned the aren into which the mighty be 
Ing who carried hi” Was deacending on 


bee wings Mercy," somewhere In 
itt avons nad wondered ose thes 


"Aa if with the Keen, sttlght-secing eyes 
ofthe Master Monis discerned a ronket plane 
‘Gn Ue valley loor and inew itt be the one 
{he Japanese had used. “Seemingly it was 
Aecerted ond the moving lide of sand from 


‘the crumbling ells englfed it even as he 
Saiched 


Tn the midale of the rales. he described 
the glittering of another plantthe one Ut 
belonged to Markley. Four tiny hgures were 
eee te takeodes the dale td 
eltuon was agvensing silty. The sands 
Sled in rested blows 

"The toes swelled and roared to monstrous 
srboreal phantoms and delved in puleerou 
louds, Pillars of freed moleesee bile 
homeelves gp. fom the valley-bottom and 
‘wore ‘shaped into ominous Rating domes 
hat bested the out 

‘ac a sene of elemental terror and alent 
umole Across It sloping ond dipping. the 
ibe of he Maser rammed thy 

"Fares amen in holmes and tr-ae wers 
sgiahings our who wa sary te. 
‘The weakens of the locl gravity, however 
‘rade the combat less nein then might 
Fieve seemed Also, t served to lighten the 
blows which the ‘contestants sueseeded i 
Seivecna 
Mee, in pea, tweny-fok Tape wae 
cluding the Japanese much of the ume: but 
lanl’ he' was tring: end the three would 
fpr hn dn. Seer suena px 
fe the ground: bul Sng af the Japanece hed 
Sra analy, cured iy an was wate 
‘gure of Markley : 

Sp their desperate strug none ofthe four 
had prnceived the servdl of the Masters I 
‘Wes farley who sav them ft” As if stapen 
Fed he paused in one of hit rashes, nd 
"aed at Moris sn the wget bine. 

“Two of the Japanese lured and also be- 
held the howesing Figures They stood pete 
{ed wh antonshmento» lent, Bu the 
fis wished kaife, had no seen ther; and 
The dow in along and stow aon leap 
‘Markie. 

"The second Master, hanging in air beside 
Morrie protector, raised is right hand and 
pointed "at the fying Jegenese. For an 
inant ite fhgers scened to clutch and 
unl a great fovelin living fre. The 
Javelin leapt and faded=and the Japanese 
2 'ihapelet ple of turing cinders lay a 


lig there gosea eyes 
i 


were gone 
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LOBEIS,weihng. In words se 
elt that” the lfting” arms hed beet 
fythdrswn, that fis fet hd been set om 
Mauls towered, nih spread wings” AP it 
pee wings 
‘gen vice hal span slau he few 
>that mst be done without deity 
Come ca dart dhe panel” he ered 
fe Nagel Weve got to move ins great 
sy 
Hrkley, who hd been staring at the 
asters, sppented to emerge froma sort of 
TA right if yon say go-cand if the fuel 
will explode he agreed, “But before we 
Be LE a your winged rend 
ES ieowming Sakamoto’ t dont know ow 
Ie'was done! but be ute has s wicked jl 


‘That dap would fave laid me open Ie 
ead sk In another: spitanecond 


fs a ey ee noe 
Ce ne 
Ce eee 
Ses Leia ce ie 
a 
fo oe 
es fed 
ey eee emer 
foe eel ose 
eoee coi paes rere 
oe ee 

oSeroii dieing eg 
ee 
tialog beck dough aon ote 

LP dats ac dot oo 
eo Oe eee 
Eatery a teece at tie he 
a 


Stomle storm, which had already begun to 
‘subside, ie 


io firmed away with a strange awe, @ 
reverential gratitude Seventh Maykley’s 
SENT" uaanes, the lane’ way" beading 
eal for the formes atmoepherie blur 
Sigal ioe he peony ak 
in Morris looked tek High, ft 

tinge betioan the alfcemed un” and the 
Shauscaly peewee” wort, the 
faystenous beings whom ‘he knew 3 the 
Masters of Chance’ flow steadily "on level 
‘wings toward thee rome ly. Ie was his 
List sight of them tnd already the mesic 
Ennwimige that hed eon imparted to him 
ae fading ite im ha bra 

‘Tne elepatdue vison of the citadel, that 
igsponed their severe. arhitncturl oi 
tion on a. mad Gepralp ihe superial hard 
‘Won Bowel" the Madara being er 
Detually against lnvless elements and’ the 
‘Rengeroum inal foeen of comic 
sndemondial ome slighty un 
eal, Hike dreamland from whlch the 
‘Seamer ie departing. 

"Now te bled aerial blur had enveloped 
the este Greyness cliging and all-per= 


‘Wool! Sight sound “even ecing snd thought 
rece feat 'te ain tme Tinerand of 

“Out the blur, asi tom a formloas hue 
less, dream of death belwcen two ives, the 
plane and is tcupantefowted Into the Janke 
nue ‘of the terrene’svatomphere." Sight 
Sonselousness, Feeling, memory reid 
Sud fod to Morris and Marley, Below 
‘hem again, they saw in moted selod the 
{mar reaches of Neveds edged with white 
sed sowie mountain, 
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